PUBLIC X\ Public Lands Foundation
B LANDS— P.O.Box 7226 Arlington, Virginia 22207
FOUNDATION

For America’s Heritage

March 8, 2019

Mr. Brian Steed

Deputy Director, Policy & Programs
Bureau of Land Management

1849 C Street NW, Room 5665
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mz Steed: B7e7 :

I write you today in reference to the Interior’s Office of Inspector General’s Final Inspection
Report - Bureau of Land Management Maintenance Fee Waivers for Small Miners Report No.
2018-CR-010, dated December 17, 2018.

As you may know the Public Lands Foundation has been involved with this issue as early as 2013.
We suggest that the cost benefit study requested by the OIG Report consider all costs.

Of the approximate 24,000 small miner claims encumbering about a million acres of BLM and
Forest Service administered lands, only a small portion of the claims meet the requirements of
meaningful assessment per 30 U.S.C. § 28-28d, and 43 CFR part 3835. A review of BLM LR2000
mining claim records (code 483 for small miner waivered claims, code 380910 for Plan of
Operations, and code 380913 for Notices) would reveal that most of these claims are being held
for non-exploration and non-mining purposes. BLM’s cost to process these small miner waivered
claims is significant. Based on a study done by one of our members, the cost of processing small
miner waivers in 2016, based on a WO-320 inquiry to all state offices, was $40.00 per claim. To
process claims for which the annual fee was paid was $1.73 per claim Please see the enclosed
“Small Miner Program Stats & Costs” for the details of the study.

The cost-benefit analysis should also consider the costs involved for the time spent by solicitors,
administrative law judges who rule on appeals, special agents who investigate fraudulent
ownership, and district court judges who preside over these cases resulting from those who abuse
this program. This program constitutes a significant workload for them.

The PLF believes that there are small miners that are legitimately using the exemption but many
are abusing the intent of the waiver program and causing additional costs to BLM and to the
Federal Treasury. The rights of legitimate mining claimants would not be jeopardized; they would
simply need to pay the annual maintenance fee to keep their claims.

This program has outlived its expectations and we again encourage you to recommend to the
Secretary that he use his discretion to cancel this program.

The Public Lands Foundation is a national nonprofit membership organization that advocates and
works for the retention of BLM-administered public lands in public hands, professionally and
sustainably managed for responsible use and enjoyment by American citizens. The PLF endorses
and embraces the multiple use mission of the BLM. Members are predominately retired employees
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of the BLM from across the United States and as such have spent their careers dedicated to the
sound management of these valuable lands and resources. Many of our members spent their
careers managing the National Public Lands located throughout the West. They have personal
knowledge of these lands and resources and expertise in their management.

s

hepard, President

o

Sincerely,

Edward

Enclosure: Small Miner Program Stats & Costs
cc: Deputy Director, Operations
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